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A B S T R A C T

Purpose: Controversial encounters between racial minorities and law enforcement have led to increased public
discourse surrounding race and law enforcement in the United States. A “racial gap” in perceptions of law
enforcement exists and appears to be growing. Researchers have not adequately examined how political pre-
ference may contribute to diverging views of law enforcement.
Method: Using data drawn from the Monitoring the Future study, the current study examines how race and
political preference might jointly influence the way youth (12th graders) viewed law enforcement from 2005 to
2016.
Results: In all years, White Democrats reported worse perceptions of law enforcement than did White
Republicans, yet the gap in perceptions has been growing in recent years. In contrast, Democratic and
Republican Latinx youth reported similar perceptions of law enforcement until 2012, at which point Democratic
Latinx youth began reporting worse perceptions than Republican Latinx youth. Finally, there were no discern-
able differences in Black youths' perceptions of law enforcement by political party across the years.
Conclusions: These findings suggest that while there is a racial gradient in how young adults perceive law en-
forcement, political orientation contributes to heterogeneity in youths' perceptions of law enforcement.

1. Introduction

In response to numerous controversial incidents involving law en-
forcement and civilians in cities across the United States, law enforce-
ment has become increasingly scrutinized by policy makers, the media,
and community stakeholders (Mac Donald, 2016; Moule Jr, Fox, &
Parry, 2018; Rivera & Ward, 2017; Weitzer, 2015; Wolfe & Nix, 2016).
Given these recent events and the historically contentious relationship
between law enforcement and both Black/African American (hence-
forth Black) and Hispanic/Latinx (henceforth Latinx) communities, it is
no surprise that Black and Latinx individuals tend to perceive law en-
forcement more negatively than do White individuals (see Peck, 2015;
Weitzer & Tuch, 2006). Critically, the race gap in perceptions of law
enforcement appears to be widening (Gallup, 2017), such that while
Black and Latinx individuals' perceptions of law enforcement have de-
creased in recent years, White individuals' perceptions have improved.

Despite the growing literature devoted to understanding percep-
tions of law enforcement (see Silver & Pickett, 2015; Trinkner & Tyler,
2016; Weitzer, 2017), researchers largely rely on a few demographic

factors to evaluate police-community relationships. This restricted ap-
proach overlooks salient ideological factors embedded within race (see
Unnever & Gabbidon, 2011, 2015) and does not adequately explain
potentially divergent trends within racial groups that reflect meaningful
differences in how some individuals view law enforcement. For in-
stance, existing work does not address why White individuals' percep-
tions of law enforcement may be improving, nor has it identified if this
trend does not apply to certain sub-groups of White individuals.

In this study, we consider how political preference contributes to
racial differences in perceptions of law enforcement. The modern socio-
political climate around policing has become increasingly polarized in
the United States (Weitzer, 2017), such that the two major political
parties, Democrats and Republicans, differ considerably in their eva-
luations of law enforcement (e.g., Druckman, Peterson, & Slothuus,
2013; Haidt & Hetherington, 2012). Compared to Democrats, Repub-
licans tend to perceive police more positively (e.g., Cao, Stack, & Sun,
1998; Pickett, 2018; Zamble & Annesley, 1987), to believe that police
treat people fairly (Callanan & Rosenberger, 2011), and to believe that
use of force against black Americans is proportional to their violent
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crime rate (French, 2015; see also Obasogie & Newman, 2016). In
contrast, Democrats tend to take a more “pro-reform” position that is
focused on addressing injustices and improving police accountability.

It is also known that political preference varies by race. Pew
Research Center (2018) estimates that White voters predominantly lean
Republican (51%), compared to 43% that identify as Democrat. In
contrast, Black voters overwhelmingly lean Democratic (84%) and only
8% identify as Republican. Similarly, the majority of Latinx voters
identify as Democratic (63%), while 28% identify as Republican.
Provided the large percentage of White people who lean Republican, it
is likely that White individuals' improving perceptions of law enforce-
ment may be largely driven by Republican White individuals and per-
ceptions would diverge for White youth who lean Democratic.
However, considering negative police-citizen encounters have pre-
dominantly impacted racial/ethnic minorities, it would be expected
that race would trump the explanatory power of political ideology in
explaining the increasingly negative perceptions of law enforcement
observed among Black and Latinx individuals. This study is the first to
examine whether race and political preference jointly affect perceptions
of law enforcement among national samples of young adults of voting
age spanning over a decade.

1.1. Race and law enforcement

A growing literature focuses on understanding the American public's
perceptions of police (see Silver & Pickett, 2015; Weitzer, 2017). This
literature is often grounded in Weber's (1978) and Tyler's (1990) ob-
servations that procedurally-just treatment should improve individuals'
perceptions of the system and cause them to feel obligated to follow its
rules (Tyler, 1990, Tyler, 2003; see also Jackson & Gau, 2015). Con-
centrating on a different aspect of law enforcement, an instrumental
approach suggests that an important component of perceptions of law
enforcement extends to how the public perceives its performance.
Specifically, if the public believes that law enforcement is effective,
they have more confidence and trust in law enforcement (see Callanan
& Rosenberger, 2011). Indeed, for decades, research has suggested that
public trust and confidence in law enforcement is important for police
effectiveness (Decker, 1981), particularly considering that a lack of
confidence reduces citizens willingness to cooperate with officers.

A variety of demographic factors have been used to explain varia-
tion in perceptions of law enforcement, with race emerging as one of
the most consistent and robust predictors (see Decker, 1981). It is well-
established that Black and Latinx individuals express lower levels of
support for the police and worse perceptions of their efficacy (Brown &
Reed Benedict, 2002; Brunson, 2007; Cullen et al., 1996; De Angelis &
Wolf, 2016; Weitzer, 2017). A variety of theories explain why they
report more negative perceptions. According to the group-position hy-
pothesis (Blumer, 1958; Lockwood, Doyle, & Comiskey, 2018; Turk,
1969), racial/ethnic minority groups' negative views of law enforce-
ment may derive from their belief that they hold an unfavorable group
position. The dominant group in society (i.e., Whites) tends to possess a
stronger affiliation with and affinity towards law enforcement and
tends to view criticism of police as threats to their dominant status.
Derived from the group-position hypothesis, Hagan, Shedd, and Payne
(2005) enumerated their comparative conflict perspective of racial and
ethnic differences in perceptions of criminal injustice. Hagan et al.
(2005) write that, “A comparative conflict theory emphasizes that in
the aggregate, African American youth are at heightened comparative
risk of justice system surveillance, apprehension, and mistreatment
relative to Latino Americans, who in turn are at greater risk than
whites” (pg 399). The authors do, indeed, demonstrate that these dif-
ferential risks likely lead to a racial gradient in perceptions of criminal
injustice.

Extant research does support the group-position hypothesis and the
comparative conflict perspective. Compared to Whites, Black and
Latinx individuals are more likely to report that someone in their

household had been stopped by law enforcement solely because of their
race, treated unfairly by law enforcement in their neighborhood or city,
and verbally or physically abused by an officer in the respondent's city
(see Weitzer & Tuch, 2006). Black individuals are particularly likely to
experience racial bias by the police and to have friends and family who
have been treated unfairly by authorities (BYP, 2016; Matsueda &
Drakulich, 2009).

James Unnever and Shaun Gabbidon also put forth a compelling
theory that may explain why Black individuals in the United States
report particularly poor perceptions of law enforcement and the justice
system. The central premise of their theory is that Blacks in America
have a shared worldview informed by their experiences of oppression
and discrimination that stem from a racially-stratified society (Unnever
& Gabbidon, 2011; Unnever & Gabbidon, 2015). Unnever (2008) de-
monstrated that this common worldview frames Black individuals'
perceptions of the American criminal justice system and its agents, such
that Blacks view them as unjust and racially biased. Further, Unnever
and Gabbidon (2011) found that this belief is nearly universally em-
braced by Black individuals within the United States. In support of the
notion that Black individuals in the United States represent a unique
group, Unnever and Gabbidon (2015) showed that Black individuals
born in the U.S. often do embrace similar opinions on issues that are
related to race and criminal justice that are largely separable from
foreign-born Black individuals.

Although Latinx individuals may have less strained relationships
with law enforcement than Blacks, Latinx individuals view their inter-
actions with law enforcement much differently than Whites. As re-
viewed by Weitzer (2017), recent polling studies find that Blacks and
Latinx are more likely to believe that police treat Black and Whites
individuals unequally (Washington Post, 2014), societal race relations
cause unjust police treatment of minorities (AP/NORC, 2015), that law
enforcement killings of Blacks is a serious problem (Washington Post,
2014), that law enforcement does a poor job holding officers accoun-
table for misconduct (Pew Research Center, 2014), and that media
coverage of law enforcement is biased in favor of officers (YouGov,
2016).

1.2. Politics and law enforcement

While substantial research has been devoted to race and perceptions
of law enforcement, emerging literatures demonstrate that other factors
also inform individuals' perceptions. Mahozay and Factor (2017) argue
that perceptions of law enforcement are shaped by people's worldviews,
or a set of broad, normative values that guide how individuals perceive,
interact with, and interpret the world. Their model suggests that one's
values may shape the way one views law enforcement. One promising
factor is political party preference, an important form of social identity
that helps individuals define “who” they are and how to interpret the
world (Iyengar, Sood, & Lelkes, 2012; Iyengar & Westwood, 2015). The
sense of allegiance to a political party inculcates positive evaluations of
the party's positions, while also often instilling correspondingly hostile
evaluations of outgroup parties' positions (Ditto et al., 2018). In recent
years, the two major parties and their electorates have become more
ideologically distinct from one another and more internally homo-
geneous (Druckman et al., 2013; Haidt & Hetherington, 2012; Iyengar
et al., 2012; McCarty, Poole, Rosenthal, 2006; c.f., Fiorina & Abrams,
2008). Unfortunately, as social identity theorists would predict, re-
search suggests that such polarization not only intensifies the impact of
party opinions, but also decreases the impact of substantive information
on opinion-forming on a variety of topics (Druckman et al., 2013).

Although a full-scale accounting of politics and law enforcement in
the history of the United States is beyond the scope of this paper, there
are clear, historical differences between Republicans and Conservatives
(hence Republicans) on the one hand, and Democrats and Liberals
(hence Democrats) on the other when it comes to law enforcement and
criminal justice (Hill & Marion, 2018; Oliver, 2003). Primarily,
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Republicans have typically been the “tough on crime” and “law and
order” party. For instance, Republicans are more likely to support ca-
pital punishment for offenders (Borg, 1997; Grasmick & McGill, 1994;
Johnson, 2009; Moon, Wright, Cullen, & Pealer, 2000; Unnever &
Cullen, 2005) and perceive the criminal justice system more positively
(Kort-Butler & Habecker, 2018).

Specific to policing, Republicans perceive police more positively
(e.g., Cao et al., 1998; Pickett, Nix, & Roche, 2018; Zamble & Annesley,
1987), believe the police are more just (Matsueda & Drakulich, 2009),
are more supportive of police militarization (Moule Jr et al., 2018), are
more supportive of police use of force (Donovan & Klahm, 2015; Silver
& Pickett, 2015), approve racial/ethnic profiling in preventing crime
(Gabbidon, Penn, Jordan, & Higgins, 2009; Johnson et al., 2011), and
believe that police treat all people fairly (Callanan & Rosenberger,
2011). Further, the way Republicans interpret events surrounding ne-
gative law enforcement and Black civilian interactions tends to differ
from Democrats (French, 2015; see also Obasogie & Newman, 2016).
For instance, Republicans tend to perceive ensuing protests as dis-
orderly, violent, and unlawful (Campbell, 2015; Diamond, 2016;
Stranahan, 2016), are more likely to believe that there is a “war on
cops” (Chiaramonte, 2015), and are more likely to oppose social
movements campaigning against racial injustice and inequality
(Updegrove, Cooper, Orrick, & Piquero, 2018).

Democrats, on the other hand, tend to be the “pro-reform party.”
Specifically, they tend to believe more in a due-process model that
monitors the actions of formal agents of control (Hagan, 2010;
Scheingold, 1984). Indeed, Democrats tend to interpret events invol-
ving law enforcement and individuals of color quite differently than do
Republicans. Studies show that in the Trayvon Martin shooting, De-
mocrats were more likely to believe that race played a factor in the
shooting, and they were more likely to think that George Zimmerman
would have been arrested if he had shot a White person (Gabbidon &
Jordan, 2013; Wright & Unah, 2017). In summary, Democrats and
Republicans tend to espouse opposite views of law enforcement.

Given the differences in the racial makeup of Democrats and
Republicans, these opposing views are inherently embedded within
interracial differences in experiences and views of law enforcement. In
contrast to a group-position or minority-threat model, it may not be the
case that all White individuals, who occupy the dominant racial/ethnic
group, are supportive of efforts to maintain the status quo, view police
as allies, and perceive their group interests as being threatened when
police are criticized (e.g., Weitzer & Tuch, 2006). Additionally, all
minority individuals may not believe that police racial bias and tar-
geting of minority communities is problematic; however, given the
concentration of negative police-citizen encounters within minority
communities, it would be expected that at the very least, the gap in the
perceptions of law enforcement across party lines would be smaller.
Consequently, this perspective introduces a more nuanced depiction for
understanding how race likely interacts with political preference to
explain perceptions of law enforcement in contemporary society.

1.3. Youth and law enforcement

An additional key layer to the understanding of police perceptions is
the application of a developmental lens that acknowledges both the
disproportionate contact with police during adolescence and young
adulthood and the developmental components of perceptions of law
enforcement. Sociopolitical development theory (Watts & Flanagan,
2007; Watts, Williams, & Jagers, 2003) contends that socialization
throughout adolescence is crucial for the development of civic attitudes
and perceptions. Indeed, developmental theories concur that adoles-
cence is a critical period for civic development, largely due to the onset
of abstract thinking, perspective-taking, and moral identity develop-
ment (Hart, Atkins, & Ford, 1999; Piaget, 1964). With these advancing
cognitive skills, adolescents begin to be able to better question how
societies and institutions function or dysfunction (Cohn & White, 1990;

Levine & Tapp, 1977) and consider the injustices that occur therein
(Mitra & Serriere, 2012; Sherrod, 2003). Consequently, adolescence is a
critical period for developing ideological stances that linger into
adulthood (Chan, Ou, & Reynolds, 2014; Eckstein, Noack, & Gniewosz,
2012; Hart, Donnelly, Youniss, & Atkins, 2007; Mitra & Serriere, 2012).

It is widely recognized that perceptions of law enforcement and
criminal justice authorities are more fragile during adolescence than
during adulthood (Flexon, Lurigio, & Greenleaf, 2009; Hurst & Frank,
2000; Nivette, Eisner, Malti, & Ribeaud, 2015; Sargeant & Bond, 2015;
Sindall, McCarthy, & Brunton-Smith, 2017; Wu, Lake, & Cao, 2015).
Yet, when compared with adults, young people's attitudes towards law
enforcement tend to be more negative (Hurst & Frank, 2000), with the
levels of negativity increasing during the latter teenage years. However,
adolescence is not just a time of developing perceptions of law en-
forcement. The period is critically important for developing political
preference. As reviewed by Erikson and Tedin (2011), “First, political
attitudes are malleable through the impressionable years. Second, after
the impressionable years, political orientations harden considerably”
(p. 155). This reinforces the potential for political preference to serve as
an important lens through which adolescents and young adults come to
perceive law enforcement.

1.4. Present study

The recent series of deaths of primarily racial/ethnic minority in-
dividuals during encounters with law enforcement have increased
public discourse at the intersection of race, politics, and law enforce-
ment in America (see Drakulich, Hagan, Johnson, & Wozniak, 2017).
Recent evidence suggests that the “race gap” in opinions of law en-
forcement across the country is widening (Gallup, 2017). However,
portraying the diverging trends as a simple “race gap” is potentially
misleading because it fails to recognize the larger socio-political climate
around law enforcement that has become increasingly polarized and
impassioned (Weitzer, 2017). While other studies have examined var-
ious types of criminal justice attitudes, the vast majority have been
limited by cross-sectional designs and have not taken into consideration
historical trends (see Pickett, 2018). The present study contributes to
the literature by exploring how perceptions of law enforcement differ
between racial/ethnic group and political party preference over time.
Previous studies have largely overlooked the recent trends in White
individuals' perceptions, particularly as it relates to the role of political
orientation. We hypothesize that the overall improvement in White
individuals' perceptions of law enforcement may in part be explained by
the fact that the majority of White individuals tend to lean Republican.
Specifically, considering Republicans tend to espouse more pro-police
views, we expect that White Republicans' perceptions of law enforce-
ment may be increasing in recent years. In contrast, considering De-
mocrats tend to espouse more pro-reform views, we expect that White
Democrats' perceptions of law enforcement will have declined in recent
years.

Considering Bottoms and Tankebe's (2012) dialogic conception and
the abundance of research demonstrating youth of color personally and
vicariously experience disproportionately more negative encounters
with law enforcement, we expect that political party preference may
not be as salient among Black and Latinx youth. Based on research
indicating that unjust and ineffective law enforcement practices dis-
proportionately affect Black individuals, we expect that political or-
ientation will not be associated with Black youths' perceptions of law
enforcement. That is, consistent with Unnever and Gabbidon's theo-
rizing (Unnever & Gabbidon, 2011; Unnever & Gabbidon, 2015), al-
though political orientation is an important part of individuals' social
identities, in the context of law enforcement in modern America, being
Black is likely more consequential than political orientation for af-
fecting how one views law enforcement. Similarly, considering Latinx
youth face more intense criminalization and policing than Whites
(Hagan et al., 2005; Sickmund, Sladky, Kang, & Puzzanchera, 2015),
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often report justice perceptions somewhere between White and Black
individuals (see Fine & Cauffman, 2015; Peck, 2015; Weitzer & Tuch,
2006), yet exhibit more diversity in political preference (Pew Research
Center, 2018), we hypothesize that the effect of political orientation on
perceptions of law enforcement will be somewhat smaller for Latinx
youth than for White youth.

2. Methods

2.1. Sample

Data were obtained from the Monitoring the Future study (MTF;
Bachman, Johnston, O'Malley, Schulenberg, & Miech, 2015) that con-
ducts annual, cross-sectional, self-reported surveys of 12th grade stu-
dents in the 48 continuous U.S. states. The student response rates were
high (e.g., range = 79–85%, M= 82.1%). This analysis included 11
waves of cross-sectional, annual data spanning 2005 through 2016
(Ntotal = 9855; White N= 7366; Black N= 1251; Latinx N= 1238,
Table 1). MTF employs a multi-stage random sampling design with
replacement. For instance, 25,200 youth were sampled in 2016. How-
ever by design, multiple questionnaires were distributed randomly to
six subsamples of these youth to increase variable coverage without
burdening respondents with the requirement of answering all questions.
Consequently, in 2016, the sample size that received the questionnaire
(Form 3) that included the study variables was 2109. A large percen-
tage of cases (34%) were missing data on the race/ethnicity variable
because MTF automatically recodes race/ethnicity data as missing if the
youth self-identified as another race or multiracial. In general, youth
who did not have complete study data on all variables reported worse
perceptions of law enforcement than those who had complete data (e.g.,
2005: t(2167) = −4.05, p < .001, d=−0.17, g= −0.17; 2009: t
(1910) = −3.15, p= .002, d= −0.15, g= −0.15; 2016: t(1721) =
−2.46, p= .014, d= −0.12, g= −0.12). More detailed methodology
on informed consent procedures and institutional review board ap-
proval for this publicly-available dataset is provided in other publica-
tions (see Johnston et al., 2016) and on the study's website (https://doi.
org/10.3886/ICPSR36798.v1).

2.2. Measures

2.2.1. Demographics
Youth self-identified their race/ethnicity into White, Hispanic/

Latinx, or Black/African American (Table 1). Youth also self-reported
the highest level of schooling their mother and father completed on a 6-
point scale ranging from “completed grade school or less” to “graduate
or professional school after college.” Parental education was coded as
the highest level of education achieved for either parent (M= 4.54,
SD= 1.22). MTF coded the youth's region of the country using census
categories (northeast = 19.65%; north central = 27.12%; south =
33.26%; west = 19.96%).

2.2.2. Perceptions of law enforcement
Youth were asked to self-report, “How good or bad a job is being

done for the country as a whole by the police and other law enforce-
ment agencies?” Responses were on a 5-point Likert ranging from very
poor to very good (Table 1).

2.2.3. Political preference
Youth were asked in each cohort were asked to self-report, “How

would you describe your political preference?” Responses were on the
following scale: 1 = Strongly Republican; 2 = Mildly Republican;
3 = Mildly Democrat; 4 = Strongly Democrat; 5 = Independent;
6 = No preference; 7 = Other; 8 = Don't know, haven't decided.
Following previous work (see Hasson, Tamir, Brahms, Cohrs, &
Halperin, 2018; Wojcik, Hovasapian, Graham, Motyl, & Ditto, 2015),
the data were recoded as a dichotomous indicator of republicanTa
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(50.11%; coded 0; collapsing strongly republican and mildly repub-
lican) versus democrat (coded 1; 49.89%; collapsing strongly democrat
and mildly democrat). For internal robustness and sensitivity, analyses
were repeated with the data recoded in a variety of ways (e.g., con-
tinuous scale ranging from strongly republican, mildly republican, in-
dependent/no preference/other/don't know, mildly democrat, and
strongly democrat; categorically as republicans, democrats, versus
others). Considering the results were largely consistent across various
coding schemes, for ease of interpretation, we maintained the Repub-
lican versus Democrat dichotomous code.

To ensure the validity of youths' self-identified political preferences,
we examined the association between youths' political preferences and
perceptions of the President of the United States at the time. Youth were
asked to rate on a 5 point Likert ranging from Very Poor to Very Good
“How good or bad a job is being done for the country as a whole by the
President and his administration” (M= 2.81, SD= 1.23). Perceptions
of the President and his administration were regressed on parental
education, region, race, political preference, a dichotomous indicator of

who was in office (0 = George W. Bush; 1 = Barack Obama), and the
interaction between political preference and president. The interaction
was significant (b= 3.15, SE= 04, p < .001, 95% CI= 3.06, 3.23),
indicating that Republican youth reported more positive perceptions of
the Bush administration than did Democratic youth, and Democratic
youth perceived the Obama administration more positively than did
Republican youth (Fig. 1). The three-way interaction between political
preference, president, and race was also significant (F(11,
9996) = 563.07, p < .001). The slopes indicated that as compared to
White youth, the effect of being a Democrat (versus Republican) on
perceptions of the Obama administration were smaller for both Black
(dx/dx= −1.38, SE= 0.20, p < .001, 95% CI= −1.78, −0.99) and
Latinx (dy/dx= −1.22, SE= 0.15, p < .001, 95% CI= −1.51,
−0.93). For all races, those who identified as Republican reported
worse perceptions of the Obama administration than of the Bush ad-
ministration, though the effect was particularly magnified among White
youth (Fig. 2). These findings suggest that across races, self-rated po-
litical preferences were associated with self-rated perceptions of the
president in the expected direction, such that Republicans rated the
Bush administration more positively than did Democrats, and Demo-
crats rated the Obama administration more positively than did Re-
publicans.

2.3. Analytic plan

First, descriptive analyses were run, followed by a series of ordinary
least squares (OLS) regression models using the Huber/White sandwich
estimator for robustness. Robust variances are designed to provide ac-
curate assessments even if the model is partially misspecified (Huber,
1967; White, 1980). The first model regressed perceptions of law en-
forcement on parental education, region (with northeast as the com-
parison), year (centered on 2005, such that 2005 = 0, 2006 = 1, and so
on), political preference (with Republican as the comparison), and race
(with Black as the comparison). To evaluate where there were nonlinear
patterns to of perceptions of law enforcement that might be driven by
volatility in police-community relationships, the second model tested
the squared form of time (time2). The third model included the inter-
action between political preference and time. The fourth model tested
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Fig. 1. Interaction between political preference and president.
Note: Predicted values with 95% confidence intervals.

Fig. 2. Three-way interaction between political preference, president, and youth race/ethnicity.
Note: Predicted values with 95% confidence intervals.
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the interaction between political preference and race. Finally, the fifth
model included the three-way interaction between political preference,
race, and year2.

3. Results

The results of the first regression model indicated that youth whose
parents had higher education perceive law enforcement more positively
(Table 2). Compared to youth in the northeast, youth in the south and
in the north-central reported more negative perceptions of law en-
forcement. Further, over the years, perceptions of law enforcement
generally declined. Finally, White youth reported more positive per-
ceptions of law enforcement than did Latinx youth, and Latinx youth in
turn reported more positive perceptions than did Black youth. In model
2, the squared form of time was included. The results indicated that in
the overall sample, the functional form of time was squared, suggesting
that perceptions of law enforcement were declining at a faster rate over
time. In model 3, the interaction between political preference and time2

was included. The results indicated that the interaction was significant
(see Fig. 3). For Republican youth, perceptions of law enforcement
declined until 2012, at which point they began increasing. For Demo-
cratic youth, the opposite trend was uncovered. Among Democratic

youth, perceptions of law enforcement improved until 2009, at which
point they began decreasing.

The fourth model included the interaction between political pre-
ference and race. The results indicated that the interaction was sig-
nificant (F(5, 9843) = 94.91, p < .001). The results of average mar-
ginal effects analyses indicated that as compared with Black youth (dy/
dx= −0.19, SE= 0.11, 95% CI= −0.41, 0.03, p= .082), the mar-
ginal effect of being a Democrat versus being a Republican was 1.63
times larger for Latinx youth (dy/dx= −0.31, SE= 0.07, 95%
CI= −0.45, −0.18, p < .001) and 1.90 times larger for White youth
(dy/dx= −0.36, SE= 0.03, 95% CI= −0.41, −0.31, p < .001).
These findings indicate two things. First, the effect of being a Democrat
versus a Republican is significant among White and Latinx youth but
not Black youth. Second, it indicates that compared with Black youth,
the effect of political preference on perceptions of law enforcement is
1.63 times larger for Latinx youth and 1.90 times larger for White
youth. The predicted perceptions with 95% confidence intervals are
plotted in Fig. 4.

The fifth model included the interaction between political pre-
ference, race, and year2. The results indicated that the interaction term
was significant (F(17, 9833) = 33.27, p < .001). We begin with White
youth. As depicted by the 95% confidence intervals in Fig. 5, in all

Table 2
Regression results of perceptions of law enforcement.

Variable Model 1 Model 2 Model 3

Coef. 95% CI SE Coef. 95% CI SE Coef. 95% CI SE

Parental education 0.02* 0.01, 0.04 < 0.01 0.02* 0.01, 0.04 < 0.01 0.02* 0.01, 0.04 0.01
RegionA

North central −0.09** −0.15, −0.03 0.03 −0.09** −0.15, −0.03 0.03 −0.08** −0.14, −0.02 0.03
South −0.08** −0.15, −0.03 0.03 −0.08** −0.14, −0.02 0.03 −0.08* −0.14, −0.02 03
West −0.05 −0.11, 0.02 0.03 −0.05 −0.11, 0.02 0.03 −0.04 −0.10, 0.03 0.03
DemocratB −0.35*** −0.39, −0.30 0.02 −0.35*** −0.39, −0.30 0.02 −0.42*** −0.52, −0.33 0.05

RaceC

White 0.33*** 0.25, 0.40 0.04 0.33*** 0.25, 0.40 0.04 0.33*** 0.26, 0.40 04
Latinx 0.19*** 0.10, 0.28 0.05 0.19*** 0.10, 0.28 0.05 0.19*** 0.10, 0.29 0.05
Year −0.02*** −0.02, −0.01 < 0.01 0.01 −0.02, 0.03 0.01 −0.05** −0.08, −0.02 0.02
Year2 −0.01* −0.01, 0.03 0.01 0.01** < 0.01, 0.01 < 0.01
DemocratB x Year 0.10*** 0.06, 0.14 0.02
DemocratB x Year2 −0.01*** −0.02, −0.01 < 0.01

*p < .05, **p < .01, ***p < .001.
A Compared to Northeast.
B Compared to Republican.
C Compared to Black.
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Fig. 3. Predicted perceptions of law enforcement by political preference and
year, with 95% confidence intervals.
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years, White Democrats report worse perceptions of law enforcement
than do White Republicans. Further, there are diverging trends over
time; the difference in quadratic slopes between White Democrats and
Republicans is significant (dy/dx= −0.36, SE= 0.03, p < .001, 95%
CI= −0.41, −0.31). For Latinx youth, a divergence in perceptions of
law enforcement by youths' political preference appears to be emerging
in recent years. Specifically, as depicted by the 95% confidence inter-
vals in Fig. 6, beginning in 2012, Democratic Latinx youth report
comparatively worse perceptions of law enforcement than do Repub-
lican Latinx youth. Similar to White youth, there appear to be diverging
trends over time; the difference in quadratic slopes between Latinx
Democrats and Republicans is significant (dy/dx= −0.31, SE= 0.07,
p < .001, 95% CI= −0.45, −0.17).

Finally, recall that White Democrats consistently report significantly
worse perceptions of law enforcement from 2005 through 2016 as
compared to White Republicans, and Latinx Democrats report sig-
nificantly worse perceptions of law enforcement from 2012 through
2016 as compared to Latinx Republicans. In comparison, as depicted by
the overlapping 95% confidence intervals in Fig. 7, Black youths' per-
ceptions of law enforcement do not vary by political preference in any
year. That is, in every year from 2005 through 2016, there were no
discernable differences in Black youths' perceptions of law enforcement
by political party. Similarly, whereas the difference in quadratic slopes
between Democrats and Republicans was significant among both White
and Latinx youth, the difference in quadratic slopes between Black

Democrats and Republicans was not significant (dy/dx= −0.21,
SE= 0.11, p= .052, 95% CI= −0.43, 0.01). The results indicate that
mean levels and rates of change in Black youths' perceptions of law
enforcement did not vary by political preference. As a final test, we
compared the slopes between Black youth and both White and Latinx
youth within each political group. The quadratic slope for Black Re-
publican youth was significantly different than that of White Repub-
licans (dy/dx= 0.46, SE= 0.11, p < .001, 95% CI= 0.25, 0.66) and
Latinx Republicans (dy/dx= 0.29, SE= 0.12, p= .016, 95%
CI= 0.05, 0.53). Similarly, the quadratic slope for Black Democratic
youth was significantly different than that of White Democrats (dy/
dx= 0.31, SE= 0.04, p < .001, 95% CI= 0.23, 0.39) and Latinx De-
mocrats (dy/dx= 0.20, SE= 0.05, p < .001, 95% CI= 0.10, 0.30).

4. Discussion

The public's perception of law enforcement is integral to the capa-
city of police to combat crime and encourage citizens' cooperation with
law enforcement (Decker, 1981). Recent and historical discord between
law enforcement and the public, which has occurred most often in
minority communities, have led some to believe that police are ex-
periencing a crisis of legitimacy in the United States (Tyler, Goff, &
MacCoun, 2015). Given the disproportionate contact with police in
minority communities and the heightened media attention on con-
tentious police–citizen interactions, researchers have primarily focused
on understanding how race is related to perceptions of law enforce-
ment.

Racial differences in perceptions of law enforcement can certainly
be explained using the group-position and minority-threat frameworks
(e.g., Blalock, 1967; Blumer, 1958). White individuals, who occupy a
dominant position in modern American society, tend to possess a
stronger affiliation with and affinity towards the “thin blue line.” Stu-
dies suggest that White individuals in the United States tend to view
criticism of police, which they view as lobbied mostly by the minority,
as threats to their hegemonic, dominant status. At first glance, the re-
sults of this study do suggest that as compared with other racial/ethnic
groups, White youth viewed the police most positively, even in the face
of increased public scrutiny of police in recent years. This finding would
resonate quite well, then, with the group-position and minority-threat
perspectives.

Still, the group-position and minority-threat perspectives suggest
that these divisions by race are not characteristic of all individuals in
each racial group (e.g., Blalock, 1967; Blumer, 1958). Indeed, as
Weitzer and Tuch (2006) suggested, an exclusive focus on race ignores
other critical factors that may interact with or help explain observed
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Fig. 5. Predicted white youths' perceptions of law enforcement by political
preference and year, with 95% confidence intervals.
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Fig. 6. Predicted Latinx youths' perceptions of law enforcement by political
preference and year, with 95% confidence intervals.
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Fig. 7. Predicted Black youths' perceptions of law enforcement by political
preference and year, with 95% confidence intervals.
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racial differences in perceptions of police. In this study, we focused on
youths' political preference because it offers a framework to further
contextualize racial differences and represents an extremely timely lens
given the deep polarization of the political system in the United States.
Even casual observers of American society recognize the deep polar-
ization of beliefs between Republican and Democrat surrounding how
to address policing in this country. By integrating the lens of political
preference to a consideration of perceptions of law enforcement, the
current study provided a more nuanced understanding for how inter-
racial differences in perceptions of law enforcement emerge.

This study extends the group-position model by considering the role
of political ideology (e.g., Blumer, 1958; Weitzer & Tuch, 2006). The
current study demonstrates that at the intersection of race and political
ideology, there exist distinct patterns of perceptions of law enforcement
such that political preference may influence certain individuals' per-
ceptions more strongly than race. The data indicated quite clearly that
among White youth, this appears to be true. White youth who identified
as Republican consistently reported more positive perceptions of law
enforcement than do White youth who identify as Democratic. Further,
the differences between the two political groups appears to have grown
in recent years, likely reflecting a distinct and growing gap in rhetoric
surrounding law enforcement. Altogether, the findings suggest that the
anchoring influence of political preference seems to matter most for
White youth.

Although we anticipated observing divergence in perceptions of law
enforcement across Republicans and Democrats for White youth, it was
less clear whether similar trends would emerge among minority youth.
In fact, considering youth of color tend to be over-policed and the vast
majority of the recent unjust and fatal interactions between law en-
forcement and the community tend to involve individuals of color, it
was plausible that political preference would have a weaker influence
on the views of youth of color. Indeed, this would resonate quite well
with Unnever and Gabbidon's (2011) contention that one of the gal-
vanizing attitudes shared by Black or African-Americans in the United
States is their fundamental distrust of the criminal justice system. The
data suggest that Black youth held worse perceptions of law enforce-
ment than did Latinx or White youth. Yet in contrast to White youth,
there was virtually no divergence by political preference in Black
youths' perceptions of law enforcement. In fact, the data suggest that for
all Black youth, perceptions of law enforcement have declined in recent
years regardless of their political affiliation.

Black youth who identify as Republican, then, occupy opposing
roles. Black Republican youth belong to a broader Republican party
that tends to espouse beliefs that there is a “war on cops” and the
protests following these unjust events are disorderly, violent, and un-
lawful (Campbell, 2015; Chiaramonte, 2015; Diamond, 2016;
Stranahan, 2016; Updegrove et al., 2018). Yet, as the media increas-
ingly focuses on unjust and fatal interactions between law enforcement
and youth of color, these youth are reminded time and again of yet
another unjust interaction of a youth with whom they may identify.
Given the prevalence of negative and often lethal interactions between
Black individuals and police, it is unsurprising that Black youth report
virtually no difference in perceptions of law enforcement across poli-
tical party affiliation, suggesting that the everyday experience of Black
youth likely generates a broader negative view of police (Unnever &
Gabbidon, 2011).

Among Latinx youth, there was a small but significant difference in
the effect of identifying as a Republican or Democrat on perceptions of
law enforcement. Nonetheless, among Latinx youth of both political
parties, perceptions were still worse than White youth. However, we
caution against drawing broad conclusions about this group of youth
considering the complex heterogeneity within the category of Hispanic/
Latinx. Namely, such individuals are from a variety of countries and
cultural backgrounds (i.e., Mexico, Cuba, Puerto Rico, etc.) and have
unique immigration, acculturation, and law enforcement experiences.
Further, prior work suggests that individuals of Mexican, Puerto-Rican,

and Central American-origin tend to identify Democratic, whereas in-
dividuals of Cuban-origin identify as Republican (e.g., Alvarez &
Bedolla, 2003). In the MTF data, approximately 26.45% of Latinx youth
identified as Republican and 73.55% identified as Democrat. Although
these statistics are remarkably similar to those from the Pew Research
Center (2018), they preclude examination of subgroups of Latinx youth.
Therefore, we find it important to note that the broad categorization of
Latinx as a minority group might not necessarily translate towards an
entirely cohesive view of law enforcement and suggest that a con-
sideration of the breakdown of country of origin, acculturation, and
documentation status may help further explain within-group differ-
ences in Latinx experiences and perceptions of law enforcement. In light
of these limitations, it is important to still note that the data suggest
that among both Democratic and Republican Latinx youth, perceptions
of law enforcement have been declining in recent years. Thus, for Latinx
youth, who are comparatively more visible to biased and potentially
oppressive acts of law enforcement than are White youth, political
ideology does not seem to outweigh the effect of race in shaping per-
ceptions of law enforcement.

There are several strengths of the current study. The data used to
evaluate the roles of race and political preference in explaining trends
in perceptions of law enforcement represent a contemporary sample of
youth during a time when there has been substantial volatility in police-
community relationships. Relatedly, the data offer an opportunity to
examine Latinx views on law enforcement, which is a relatively un-
derstudied group in the legitimacy of policing literature (e.g., Weitzer &
Tuch, 2006). As one of the most rapidly growing segments of the po-
pulation, understanding how Latinx youth and young adults view po-
licing generally can help inform our knowledge of police legitimacy
beyond Black-White differences. Further, considering youths' political
leanings and perceptions of law enforcement begin to solidify during
adolescence and the youth are reaching the voting age, the develop-
mental timing of this study provides a unique and fortuitous window.

Despite these strengths, the study is limited by the fact that the
sample sizes within each race-political preference cell are relatively
small. This is particularly the case for Blacks who identify as
Republicans, though percentages in this sample are similar to those
found in other studies. For instance, Pew Research Center (2018) finds
that only 8% of Black voters identify as Republican. In this sample,
12.22% of Black youth identified as Republican.

A second limitation is that we were unable to account for whether
respondents had experienced police contact themselves or have had
vicarious experiences of police contact through their friendship net-
works, which has been shown to be an important factor in explaining
perceptions of law enforcement (e.g., Weitzer & Tuch, 2006). Relatedly,
Pickett (2016) recently found that perceived Latino threat was asso-
ciated with support for expanding police powers, though less so than
the respondents' race. Pickett (2016) also found that perceived Latino
threat was associated with support for police profiling, though less so
than political ideology. The results of his study, which was grounded in
the minority group threat theory (see Blalock, 1967), suggest that how
much individuals perceive racial and ethnic minorities as a threat may
affect their support for police powers. As a result, it would be useful for
future studies to take into consideration perceived threat from racial
and ethnic minorities.

Lastly, we were unable to identify how much youth immerse
themselves in news and social media coverage of police–citizen inter-
actions. Increased coverage of unjust and often fatal interactions be-
tween individuals of color and law enforcement may partially explain
shifting perceptions of law enforcement in recent years. Given that most
individuals do not have contact with police and likely gain their un-
derstanding of policing through news and popular media depictions
(Surette, 2015), it is unsurprising that research is focusing increasingly
on the role of news media consumption and awareness in shaping
public attitudes about police (Intravia, Wolff, & Piquero, 2018;
Graziano, 2018). Further, research in the area of political beliefs
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supports the contention that, despite the diversity of perspectives
available, individuals gravitate to news conforming with their existing
political ideologies (Flaxman, Goel, & Rao, 2016; Iyengar & Hahn
2009), which in turn can further intensify the polarization of those
beliefs (Callanan & Rosenberger, 2011; Roche et al., 2016; Tewksbury &
Riles, 2015). The siloed and polarized nature of our existing news
structure and youths' reliance on social media and alternative news
platforms suggests that news consumption should be an area of focus
for future research (Rosenstiel, Mitchell, Purcell, & Rainie, 2011).

In line with expectations of the group-position hypothesis (Blumer,
1958; Lockwood et al., 2018; Turk, 1969) and comparative conflict
perspective of racial and ethnic differences (Hagan et al., 2005), prior
research demonstrates a deep racial divide in the approval and per-
ceived legitimacy of law enforcement in America. This raises the
question of whether the unique experience of race entirely explains the
stark differences in perceptions of law enforcement, or whether an in-
dividual's political ideology may help explain how perceptions of law
enforcement are formed during adolescence and early adulthood. The
current study demonstrates that political preference reflects complexity
in the relationship between perceptions of law enforcement and race
among White individuals. However, among youth of color who are most
impacted by unjust policing practices, the corresponding totality itself
of being a youth of color in modern America appears to be a more
powerful driver of perceptions of law enforcement. The results of this
study suggest that as Unnever and Gabbidon posited (Unnever &
Gabbidon, 2011; Unnever & Gabbidon, 2015), minority youth—parti-
cularly Black youth—report virtually no difference in perceptions of
law enforcement across political party affiliation. For minority youth, it
is likely that the lived experiences associated with their race have
generated systematically negative views of police that, for them,
transcends politics.

References

Alvarez, R., & Bedolla, L. (2003). The Foundations of Latino Voter Partisanship: Evidence
from the 2000 Election. The Journal of Politics, 65(1), 31–49. 10.1111/1468-2508.
t01-1-00002.

AP/NORC. (2015, July 17-19). Poll. Associated Press/NORC Center for Public Affairs
Research (N = 1,223).

Bachman, J. G., Johnston, L. D., O'Malley, P. M., Schulenberg, J. E., & Miech, R. A.
(2015). Ann Arbor, MI: Institute for Social Research.

Blalock, H. M. (1967). Toward a theory of minority group relations. New York: Wiley.
Blumer, H. (1958). Race prejudice as a sense of group position. The Pacific Sociological

Review, 1(1), 3–7.
Borg, M. (1997). The south subculture of punitiveness? Regional variation in support for

capital punishment. Journal of Research in Crime and Delinquency, 34, 25–45.
Bottoms, A., & Tankebe, J. (2012). Beyond procedural justice: A dialogic approach to

legitimacy in criminal justice. The Journal of Criminal Law and Criminology, 102,
119–170.

Brown, B., & Reed Benedict, W. (2002). Perceptions of the police: Past findings, metho-
dological issues, conceptual issues and policy implications. Policing: An International
Journal of Police Strategies & Management, 25(3), 543–580.

Brunson, R. K. (2007). “Police don't like black people”: African–American young men's
accumulated police experiences. Criminology & Public Policy, 6(1), 71–101. https://
doi.org/10.1111/j.1745-9133.2007.00423.x.

BYP. (2016, July 9–20). Black youth project/AP/NORC poll (GenForward July 2016
survey report, N = 1,940, ages 18–30).

Callanan, V., & Rosenberger, J. (2011). Media and public perceptions of the police:
Examining the impact of race and personal experience. Policing and Society, 21(2),
167–189. https://doi.org/10.1080/10439463.2010.540655.

Campbell, C. (2015). Donald Trump Trashes Black lives Matter: “I think they're trouble”.
Business Insider September 9. Retrieved from. (http://www.businessinsider.com/do-
nald-trump-black-livesmatter-2015–9).

Cao, L., Stack, S., & Sun, Y. (1998). Public attitudes toward the police: A comparative
study between Japan and America. Journal of Criminal Justice, 26, 279–289.

Chan, W. Y., Ou, S. R., & Reynolds, A. J. (2014). Adolescent civic engagement and adult
outcomes: An examination among urban racial minorities. Journal of Youth and
Adolescence, 43, 1829–1843. https://doi.org/10.1007/s10964-014-0136-5.

Chiaramonte, P. (2015). ‘War on Police’: Line-of-duty deaths rise amid racially-charged
rhetoric, anti-cop climate. FOX NEWS. May 17. Retrieved from http://www.foxnews.
com/us/2015/05/17/war-on-police-line-duty-deaths-rise-amidracially.

Cohn, E. S., & White, S. O. (1990). Legal socialization: A study of norms and rules. New York:
Springer-Verlag.

Cullen, F. T., Cao, L., Frank, J., Langworthy, R. H., Browning, S. L., Kopache, R., &
Stevenson, T. J. (1996). “Stop or I'll Shoot”: Racial differences in support for police

use of deadly force. American Behavioral Scientist, 39(4), 449–460.
De Angelis, J., & Wolf, B. (2016). Perceived accountability and public attitudes toward

local police. Criminal Justice Studies, 29(3), 232–252.
Decker, S. H. (1981). Citizen attitudes toward the police: A review of past findings and

suggestions for future policy. Journal of Police Science and Administration, 9(1), 80–87.
Diamond, J. (2016). Trump: Black lives Matter has helped instigate police killings.

CNN.com. July 19. Retrieved from http://www.cnn.com/2016/07/18/politics/
donald-trump-black-lives-matter/.

Ditto, P. H., Liu, B. S., Clark, C. J., Wojcik, S. P., Chen, E. E., Grady, R. H., ... Zinger, J. F.
(2018). At least bias is bipartisan: A meta-analytic comparison of partisan bias in
liberals and conservatives. Perspectives on Psychological Science. https://doi.org/10.
1177/1745691617746796.

Donovan, K., & Klahm, C. (2015). The role of entertainment media in perceptions of
police use of force. Criminal Justice and Behavior, 42(12), 1261–1281. https://doi.org/
10.1177/00938548156.

Drakulich, K., Hagan, J., Johnson, D., & Wozniak, K. H. (2017). Race, justice, policing,
and the 2016 AMERICAN presidential election. Du Bois Review: Social Science Research
on Race, 14(1), 7–33.

Druckman, J. N., Peterson, E., & Slothuus, R. (2013). How elite partisan polarization
affects public opinion formation. American Political Science Review, 107(1), 57–79.
https://doi.org/10.1017/S0003055412000500.

Eckstein, K., Noack, P., & Gniewosz, B. (2012). Attitudes toward political engagement and
willingness to participate in politics: Trajectories throughout adolescence. Journal of
Adolescence, 35, 485–495. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.adolescence.2011.07.002.

Erikson, R. S., & Tedin, K. L. (2011). American public opinion ((8th ed.)). New York, NY:
Pearson Longman.

Fine, A., & Cauffman, E. (2015). Race and justice system attitude formation during the
transition to adulthood. Journal of Developmental and Life-Course Criminology, 1,
325–348. https://doi.org/10.1007/s40865-015-0021-2.

Fiorina, M. P., & Abrams, S. J. (2008). Political polarization in the American public.
Annual Review of Political Science, 11, 563–588. https://doi.org/10.1146/annurev.
polisci.11.053106.153836.

Flaxman, S., Goel, S., & Rao, J. M. (2016). Filter bubbles, echo chambers, and online news
consumption. Public Opinion Quarterly, 80, 298–320. https://doi.org/10.1093/poq/
nfw006.

Flexon, J., Lurigio, A., & Greenleaf, R. (2009). Exploring the dimensions of trust in the
police among Chicago juveniles. Journal of Criminal Justice, 37(2), 180–189.

French, D. (2015). The numbers are in: Black lives matter is wrong about police statistics.
FOX NATION. December 30. Retrieved from http://nation.foxnews.com/2015/12/
30/numbers-are-black-livesmatter-wrong-about-police-statistics.

Gabbidon, S., & Jordan, K. (2013). Public opinion on the killing of Trayvon Martin: A test
of the racial gradient thesis. Journal of Crime and Justice, 36(3), 283–298. https://doi.
org/10.1080/0735648X.2013.798242.

Gabbidon, S. L., Penn, E. B., Jordan, K. L., & Higgins, G. E. (2009). The influence of race/
ethnicity on the perceived prevalence and support for racial profiling at airports.
Criminal Justice Policy Review, 20, 344–358.

Gallup. (2017). Confidence in police back at historical average. N = 3,560 for combined
2012–2014 polls, N = 3,563 for combined 2015–2017 polls. Retrieved from https://
www.gallup.com/poll/213869/confidence-police-back-historical-average.aspx

Grasmick, H. G., & McGill, A. L. (1994). Religion, attributional style, and punitiveness
toward juvenile offenders. Criminology, 32, 23–46.

Graziano, L. (2018). News media and perceptions of police: A state-of-the-art-review.
Policing: An International Journal of Police Strategies & Management.

Hagan, J. (2010). Who are the criminals? The politics of crime policy from roosevelt to the age
of reagan. Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press.

Hagan, J., Shedd, C., & Payne, M. R. (2005). Race, ethnicity, and youth perceptions of
criminal injustice. American Sociological Review, 70(3), 381–407. https://doi.org/10.
1177/000312240507000302.

Haidt, J., & Hetherington, M. J. (2012). “Look how Far We've come apart.” Campaign
stops. The New York Times. September 17. Retrieved from http://campaignstops.
blogs.nytimes.com/2012/09/17/look-how-far-weve-comeapart/.

Hart, D., Atkins, R., & Ford, D. (1999). Family influences on the formation of moral
identity in adolescence: Longitudinal analyses. Journal of Moral Education, 28,
375–386. https://doi.org/10.1080/030572499103142.

Hart, D., Donnelly, T. M., Youniss, J., & Atkins, R. (2007). High school community service
as a predictor of adult voting and volunteering. American Educational Research
Journal, 44, 197–219. https://doi.org/10.3102/0002831206298173.

Hasson, Y., Tamir, M., Brahms, K. S., Cohrs, J. C., & Halperin, E. (2018). Are liberals and
conservatives equally motivated to feel empathy toward others? Personality and Social
Psychology Bulletin, 1–18. https://doi.org/10.1177/0146167218769867 psp.

Hill, J., & Marion, N. (2018). Crime in the 2016 presidential election: A new era?
American Journal of Criminal Justice, 43, 222–246. https://doi.org/10.1007/s12103-
017-9414-6.

Huber, P. J. (1967). The behavior of maximum likelihood estimates under nonstandard
conditions. Proceedings of the fifth berkeley symposium on mathematical statistics and
probability. vol. 1. Proceedings of the fifth berkeley symposium on mathematical statistics
and probability (pp. 221–233). Berkeley, CA: University of California Press.

Hurst, Y., & Frank, J. (2000). How kids view cops: The nature of juvenile attitudes toward
the police. Journal of Criminal Justice, 28(3), 189–202.

Intravia, J., Wolff, K., & Piquero, A. (2018). Investigating the effects of media con-
sumption on attitudes toward police legitimacy. Deviant Behavior, 39(8), 963–980.
https://doi.org/10.1080/01639625.2017.1343038.

Iyengar, S., & Hahn, K. S. (2009). Red media, blue media: Evidence of ideological se-
lectivity in media use. Journal of Communication, 59, 19–39.

Iyengar, S., Sood, G., & Lelkes, Y. (2012). Affect, not ideology: A social identity per-
spective on polarization. Public Opinion Quarterly, 76(3), 405–431.

A.D. Fine et al. Journal of Criminal Justice xxx (xxxx) xxx–xxx

9

http://10.1111/1468-2508.t01-1-00002
http://10.1111/1468-2508.t01-1-00002
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0047-2352(18)30448-3/rf0020
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0047-2352(18)30448-3/rf0025
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0047-2352(18)30448-3/rf0025
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0047-2352(18)30448-3/rf0035
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0047-2352(18)30448-3/rf0035
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0047-2352(18)30448-3/rf0040
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0047-2352(18)30448-3/rf0040
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0047-2352(18)30448-3/rf0040
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0047-2352(18)30448-3/rf0055
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0047-2352(18)30448-3/rf0055
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0047-2352(18)30448-3/rf0055
https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1745-9133.2007.00423.x
https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1745-9133.2007.00423.x
https://doi.org/10.1080/10439463.2010.540655
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0047-2352(18)30448-3/rf0070
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0047-2352(18)30448-3/rf0070
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0047-2352(18)30448-3/rf0070
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0047-2352(18)30448-3/rf0075
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0047-2352(18)30448-3/rf0075
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10964-014-0136-5
http://www.foxnews.com/us/2015/05/17/war-on-police-line-duty-deaths-rise-amidracially
http://www.foxnews.com/us/2015/05/17/war-on-police-line-duty-deaths-rise-amidracially
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0047-2352(18)30448-3/rf0100
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0047-2352(18)30448-3/rf0100
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0047-2352(18)30448-3/rf0105
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0047-2352(18)30448-3/rf0105
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0047-2352(18)30448-3/rf0105
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0047-2352(18)30448-3/rf0110
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0047-2352(18)30448-3/rf0110
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0047-2352(18)30448-3/rf0115
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0047-2352(18)30448-3/rf0115
http://www.cnn.com/2016/07/18/politics/donald-trump-black-lives-matter/
http://www.cnn.com/2016/07/18/politics/donald-trump-black-lives-matter/
https://doi.org/10.1177/1745691617746796
https://doi.org/10.1177/1745691617746796
https://doi.org/10.1177/00938548156
https://doi.org/10.1177/00938548156
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0047-2352(18)30448-3/rf0135
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0047-2352(18)30448-3/rf0135
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0047-2352(18)30448-3/rf0135
https://doi.org/10.1017/S0003055412000500
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.adolescence.2011.07.002
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0047-2352(18)30448-3/rf0160
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0047-2352(18)30448-3/rf0160
https://doi.org/10.1007/s40865-015-0021-2
https://doi.org/10.1146/annurev.polisci.11.053106.153836
https://doi.org/10.1146/annurev.polisci.11.053106.153836
https://doi.org/10.1093/poq/nfw006
https://doi.org/10.1093/poq/nfw006
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0047-2352(18)30448-3/rf0185
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0047-2352(18)30448-3/rf0185
http://nation.foxnews.com/2015/12/30/numbers-are-black-livesmatter-wrong-about-police-statistics
http://nation.foxnews.com/2015/12/30/numbers-are-black-livesmatter-wrong-about-police-statistics
https://doi.org/10.1080/0735648X.2013.798242
https://doi.org/10.1080/0735648X.2013.798242
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0047-2352(18)30448-3/rf0200
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0047-2352(18)30448-3/rf0200
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0047-2352(18)30448-3/rf0200
https://www.gallup.com/poll/213869/confidence-police-back-historical-average.aspx
https://www.gallup.com/poll/213869/confidence-police-back-historical-average.aspx
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0047-2352(18)30448-3/rf0210
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0047-2352(18)30448-3/rf0210
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0047-2352(18)30448-3/rf0215
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0047-2352(18)30448-3/rf0215
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0047-2352(18)30448-3/rf0230
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0047-2352(18)30448-3/rf0230
https://doi.org/10.1177/000312240507000302
https://doi.org/10.1177/000312240507000302
http://campaignstops.blogs.nytimes.com/2012/09/17/look-how-far-weve-comeapart/
http://campaignstops.blogs.nytimes.com/2012/09/17/look-how-far-weve-comeapart/
https://doi.org/10.1080/030572499103142
https://doi.org/10.3102/0002831206298173
https://doi.org/10.1177/0146167218769867 psp
https://doi.org/10.1007/s12103-017-9414-6
https://doi.org/10.1007/s12103-017-9414-6
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0047-2352(18)30448-3/rf0280
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0047-2352(18)30448-3/rf0280
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0047-2352(18)30448-3/rf0280
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0047-2352(18)30448-3/rf0280
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0047-2352(18)30448-3/rf0290
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0047-2352(18)30448-3/rf0290
https://doi.org/10.1080/01639625.2017.1343038
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0047-2352(18)30448-3/rf0300
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0047-2352(18)30448-3/rf0300
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0047-2352(18)30448-3/rf0305
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0047-2352(18)30448-3/rf0305


Iyengar, S., & Westwood, S. J. (2015). Fear and loathing across party lines: New evidence
on group polarization. American Journal of Political Science, 59(3), 690–707.

Jackson, J., & Gau, J. (2015). Carving up concepts? Differentiating between trust and
legitimacy in public attitudes towards legal authority. Forthcoming in E In T. N.
Shockley, L. PytlikZillig, & B. Bornstein (Eds.). Interdisciplinary perspectives on trust:
Towards theoretical and methodological integration. New York, NY: Springer.

Johnson, D. (2009). Anger about crime and support for punitive criminal justice policies.
Punishment & Society, 11(1), 51–66.

Johnson, D., Brazier, D., Forrest, K., Ketelhut, C., Mason, D., & Mitchell, M. (2011).
Attitudes toward the use of racial/ethnic profiling to prevent crime and terrorism.
Criminal Justice Policy Review, 22(4), 422–447. https://doi.org/10.1177/
0887403411381801.

Johnston, Lloyd D., Bachman, Jerald G., O’Malley, Patrick M., Schulenberg, John E., &
Miech, Richard A. (2016). Monitoring the Future: A Continuing Study of American Youth
(12th-Grade Survey). Ann Arbor, MI: Inter-university Consortium for Political and
Social Research [distributor]. 2017-10-26 https://doi.org/10.3886/ICPSR36798.v1.

Kort-Butler, L., & Habecker, P. (2018). Framing and cultivating the story of crime: The
effects of media use, victimization, and social networks on attitudes about crime.
Criminal Justice Review, 43(2), 127–146. https://doi.org/10.1177/
0734016817710696.

Levine, F. J., & Tapp, J. L. (1977). The dialectic of legal socialization in community and
school. In J. L. Tapp, & F. J. Levine (Eds.). Law, justice and the individual in society:
Psychological and legal issues (pp. 163–182). New York: Holt, Rinehart, and Winston.

Lockwood, B., Doyle, M., & Comiskey, J. (2018). Armed, but too dangerous? Factors
associated with citizen support for the militarization of the police. Criminal Justice
Studies, 31(2), 113–127. https://doi.org/10.1080/1478601X.2017.1420652.

Mac Donald, H. (2016). The war on cops: How the new attack on law and order makes
everyone less safe. New York, NY: Encounter Books.

Mahozay, Y., & Factor, R. (2017). Deeply embedded core normative values and legitimacy
of Law Enforcement authorities. Journal of Research in Crime and Delinquency, 54(2),
151–180. https://doi.org/10.1177/0022427816667446.

Matsueda, R. L., & Drakulich, K. M. (2009). Perceptions of criminal injustice, symbolic
racism, and racial politics. The Annals of the American Academy of Political and Social
Science, 623, 163–178.

Mitra, D. L., & Serriere, S. C. (2012). Student voice in elementary school reform:
Examining youth development in fifth graders. American Educational Research
Journal, 49, 743–774. https://doi.org/10.3102/0002831212443079.

Moon, M. M., Wright, J. P., Cullen, F. T., & Pealer, J. A. (2000). Putting kids to death:
Specifying public support for juvenile capital punishment. Justice Quarterly, 17,
663–684.

Moule, R. K., Jr., Fox, B. H., & Parry, M. M. (2018). The long shadow of ferguson:
Legitimacy, legal cynicism, and public perceptions of police militarization. Crime &
Delinquency. https://doi.org/10.1177/0011128718770689.

Nivette, A., Eisner, M., Malti, T., & Ribeaud, D. (2015). The social and developmental
antecedents of legal cynicism. Journal of Research in Crime and Delinquency, 52(2),
270–298.

Obasogie, O., & Newman, Z. (2016). Black lives Matter and respectability politics in local
news accounts of officer-involved civilian deaths: An early empirical assessment.
Wisconsin Law Review, 541–574.

Oliver, W. M. (2003). The law and order presidency. Upper Saddle River: Prentice Hall.
Peck, J. (2015). Minority perceptions of the police: A state-of-the-art review. Policing: An

International Journal of Police Strategies & Management, 38(1), 173–203. https://doi.
org/10.1108/PIJPSM-01-2015-0001.

Pew Research Center. (2014, August 20–24). Poll, N = 1,501.
Pew Research Center. (2018). Wide Gender Gap, Growing Educational Divide in Voters'

Party Identification. Retrieved from: http://www.people-press.org/2018/03/20/1-
trends-in-party-affiliation-among-demographic-groups/

Piaget, J. (1964). Part I: Cognitive development in children: Piaget development and
learning. Journal of Research in Science Teaching, 2, 176–186. https://doi.org/10.
1002/tea.3660020306.

Pickett, J. (2018). Public opinion and criminal justice policy: Theory and research. Annual
Review of Criminology. https://doi.org/10.1146/annurev-criminol-011518-024826
Published online first.

Pickett, J., Nix, J., & Roche, S. (2018). Testing a social schematic model of police pro-
cedural justice. Social Psychology Quarterly, 81(2), 97–125. https://doi.org/10.1177/
0190272518765134.

Pickett, J. T. (2016). On the social foundations for crimmigration: Latino threat and
support for expanded police powers. Journal of Quantitative Criminology, 32(1),
103–132. https://doi.org/10.1007/s10940-015-9256-7.

Rivera, M. A., & Ward, J. D. (2017). Toward an analytical framework for the study of race
and police violence. Public Administration Review, 77(2), 242–250. https://doi.org/10.
1111/puar.12748.

Roche, S. P., Pickett, J. T., & Gertz, M. (2016). The scary world of online news? Internet
news exposure and public attitudes toward crime and justice. Journal of Quantitative
Criminology, 32(2), 215–236. https://doi.org/10.1007/s10940-015-9261-x.

Rosenstiel, T., Mitchell, A., Purcell, K., & Rainie, L. (2011). How people learn about their
local community. Washington: Pew Research Center.

Sargeant, E., & Bond, C. (2015). Keeping it in the family: Parental influences on young
people's attitudes to police. Journal of Sociology, 51(4), 917–932.

Scheingold, S. A. (1984). The politics of law and order: Street crime and public policy. New
York: Longman.

Sherrod, L. R. (2003). Promoting the development of citizenship in diverse youth. PS:
Political Science & Politics, 36, 287–292. https://doi.org/10.1017/
s1049096503002233.

Sickmund, M., Sladky, T. J., Kang, W., & Puzzanchera, C. (2015). Easy access to the
census of juveniles in residential placement. Retrieved from http://www.ojjdp.gov/
ojstatbb/ezacjrp/.

Silver, J. R., & Pickett, J. T. (2015). Toward a better understanding of politicized policing
attitudes: Conflicted conservatism and support for police use of force. Criminology, 53,
650–676.

Sindall, K., McCarthy, D., & Brunton-Smith, I. (2017). Young people and the formation of
attitudes towards the police. European Journal of Criminology, 14(3), 344–364.
https://doi.org/10.1177/1477370816661739.

Stranahan, L. (2016). Donald Trump's praise for cops angers left, ‘Black lives Matter’
activists. Breitbart.com. February 7. Retrieved from http://www.breitbart.com/big-
government/2016/02/07/2962818/.

Surette, R. (2015). Media, crime, and criminal justice: Images, realities and polices (5th ed.).
Stamford, CT: Cengage Learning.

Tewksbury, D., & Riles, J. M. (2015). Polarization as a function of citizen predispositions
and exposure to news on the internet. Journal of Broadcasting & Electronic Media,
59(3), 381–398. https://doi.org/10.1080/08838151.2015.1054996.

Trinkner, R., & Tyler, T. R. (2016). Legal socialization: Coercion versus consent in an era
of mistrust. Annual Review of Law and Social Science, 12, 417–439. https://doi.org/10.
1146/annurev-lawsocsci-110615-085141.

Turk, A. T. (1969). Criminality and legal order. Chicago, IL: Rand McNally.
Tyler, T. (1990). Why people obey the law. New Haven, CT: Yale University Press.
Tyler, T. (2003). Procedural justice, legitimacy, and the effective rule of law. In M. Tonry

(Vol. Ed.), Crime and justice: A review of research. vol. 30. Crime and justice: A review of
research (pp. 283–357). Chicago: University of Chicago Press.

Tyler, T. R., Goff, P. A., & MacCoun, R. J. (2015). The impact of psychological science on
policing in the United States: Procedural justice, legitimacy, and effective law en-
forcement. Psychological science in the public interest, 16(3), 75–109. 10.1177/
1529100615617791.

Unnever, J., & Gabbidon, S. (2011). A theory of African American offending: Race, racism,
and crime. New York, NY: Routledge.

Unnever, J., & Gabbidon, S. (2015). Do blacks speak with one voice? Immigrants, public
opinions, and perceptions of criminal injustices. Justice Quarterly, 32, 680–704.
https://doi.org/10.1080/07418825.2013.791714.

Unnever, J. D. (2008). Two worlds far apart: Black–white differences in beliefs about why
African–American men are disproportionality imprisoned. Criminology, 46, 511–538.

Unnever, J. D., & Cullen, F. T. (2005). Executing the innocent and support for capital
punishment: Implications for public policy. Criminology & Public Policy, 4, 3–37.

Updegrove, A. H., Cooper, M. N., Orrick, E. A., & Piquero, A. R. (2018). Red states and
black lives: Applying the racial threat hypothesis to the black lives matter movement.
Justice Quarterly, 1–24.

Washington Post/ABC News. (2014, December 11-14). Poll, N = 1,000.
Watts, R. J., & Flanagan, C. (2007). Pushing the envelope on youth civic engagement: A

developmental and liberation psychology perspective. Journal of Community
Psychology, 35, 779–792. https://doi.org/10.1002/jcop.20178.

Watts, R. J., Williams, N. C., & Jagers, R. J. (2003). Sociopolitical development. American
Journal of Community Psychology, 31, 185–194. https://doi.org/10.1023/
A:1023091024140.

Weber, M. (1978). Economy and society. vol. 1. Berkeley: University of California Press.
Weitzer, R. (2015). American policing under fire: Misconduct and reform. Society, 52,

475–480.
Weitzer, R. (2017). Theorizing racial discord over policing before and after ferguson.

Justice Quarterly, 34(7), 1129–1153. https://doi.org/10.1080/07418825.2017.
1362461.

Weitzer, R., & Tuch, S. (2006). Race and policing in America: Conflict and reform. New York:
Cambridge University Press.

White, H. (1980). A heteroskedasticity-consistent covariance matrix estimator and a di-
rect test for heteroskedasticity. Econometrica, 48, 817–830.

Wojcik, S. P., Hovasapian, A., Graham, J., Motyl, M., & Ditto, P. H. (2015). Conservatives
report, but liberals display, greater happiness. Science, 347(6227), 1243–1246.
https://doi.org/10.1126/science.1260817.

Wolfe, S. E., & Nix, J. (2016). The alleged “Ferguson effect” and police willingness to
engage in community partnership. Law and Human Behavior, 40, 1–10.

Wright, V., & Unah, I. (2017). Media exposure and racialized perceptions of inequities in
criminal justice. Social Sciences, 6(3), 67. https://doi.org/10.3390/socsci6030067.

Wu, Y., Lake, R., & Cao, L. (2015). Race, social bonds, and juvenile attitudes toward the
police. Justice Quarterly, 32(3), 445–470.

YouGov. (2016, July 12–13). Poll, N = 1,000.
Zamble, E., & Annesley, P. (1987). Some determinants of public attitudes toward the

police. Journal of Police Science and Administration, 15, 285–290.

A.D. Fine et al. Journal of Criminal Justice xxx (xxxx) xxx–xxx

10

View publication statsView publication stats

http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0047-2352(18)30448-3/rf0310
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0047-2352(18)30448-3/rf0310
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0047-2352(18)30448-3/rf0315
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0047-2352(18)30448-3/rf0315
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0047-2352(18)30448-3/rf0315
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0047-2352(18)30448-3/rf0315
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0047-2352(18)30448-3/rf0320
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0047-2352(18)30448-3/rf0320
https://doi.org/10.1177/0887403411381801
https://doi.org/10.1177/0887403411381801
https://doi.org/10.3886/ICPSR36798.v1
https://doi.org/10.1177/0734016817710696
https://doi.org/10.1177/0734016817710696
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0047-2352(18)30448-3/rf0365
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0047-2352(18)30448-3/rf0365
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0047-2352(18)30448-3/rf0365
https://doi.org/10.1080/1478601X.2017.1420652
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0047-2352(18)30448-3/rf0380
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0047-2352(18)30448-3/rf0380
https://doi.org/10.1177/0022427816667446
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0047-2352(18)30448-3/rf0400
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0047-2352(18)30448-3/rf0400
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0047-2352(18)30448-3/rf0400
https://doi.org/10.3102/0002831212443079
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0047-2352(18)30448-3/rf0410
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0047-2352(18)30448-3/rf0410
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0047-2352(18)30448-3/rf0410
https://doi.org/10.1177/0011128718770689
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0047-2352(18)30448-3/rf0425
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0047-2352(18)30448-3/rf0425
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0047-2352(18)30448-3/rf0425
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0047-2352(18)30448-3/rf0430
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0047-2352(18)30448-3/rf0430
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0047-2352(18)30448-3/rf0430
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0047-2352(18)30448-3/rf0440
https://doi.org/10.1108/PIJPSM-01-2015-0001
https://doi.org/10.1108/PIJPSM-01-2015-0001
http://www.people-press.org/2018/03/20/1-trends-in-party-affiliation-among-demographic-groups/
http://www.people-press.org/2018/03/20/1-trends-in-party-affiliation-among-demographic-groups/
https://doi.org/10.1002/tea.3660020306
https://doi.org/10.1002/tea.3660020306
https://doi.org/10.1146/annurev-criminol-011518-024826
https://doi.org/10.1146/annurev-criminol-011518-024826
https://doi.org/10.1177/0190272518765134
https://doi.org/10.1177/0190272518765134
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10940-015-9256-7
https://doi.org/10.1111/puar.12748
https://doi.org/10.1111/puar.12748
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10940-015-9261-x
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0047-2352(18)30448-3/rf0505
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0047-2352(18)30448-3/rf0505
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0047-2352(18)30448-3/rf0510
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0047-2352(18)30448-3/rf0510
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0047-2352(18)30448-3/rf0515
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0047-2352(18)30448-3/rf0515
https://doi.org/10.1017/s1049096503002233
https://doi.org/10.1017/s1049096503002233
http://www.ojjdp.gov/ojstatbb/ezacjrp/
http://www.ojjdp.gov/ojstatbb/ezacjrp/
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0047-2352(18)30448-3/rf0530
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0047-2352(18)30448-3/rf0530
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0047-2352(18)30448-3/rf0530
https://doi.org/10.1177/1477370816661739
http://www.breitbart.com/big-government/2016/02/07/2962818/
http://www.breitbart.com/big-government/2016/02/07/2962818/
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0047-2352(18)30448-3/rf0550
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0047-2352(18)30448-3/rf0550
https://doi.org/10.1080/08838151.2015.1054996
https://doi.org/10.1146/annurev-lawsocsci-110615-085141
https://doi.org/10.1146/annurev-lawsocsci-110615-085141
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0047-2352(18)30448-3/rf0575
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0047-2352(18)30448-3/rf0580
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0047-2352(18)30448-3/rf0585
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0047-2352(18)30448-3/rf0585
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0047-2352(18)30448-3/rf0585
http://10.1177/1529100615617791
http://10.1177/1529100615617791
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0047-2352(18)30448-3/rf0595
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0047-2352(18)30448-3/rf0595
https://doi.org/10.1080/07418825.2013.791714
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0047-2352(18)30448-3/rf0605
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0047-2352(18)30448-3/rf0605
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0047-2352(18)30448-3/rf0610
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0047-2352(18)30448-3/rf0610
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0047-2352(18)30448-3/rf0615
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0047-2352(18)30448-3/rf0615
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0047-2352(18)30448-3/rf0615
https://doi.org/10.1002/jcop.20178
https://doi.org/10.1023/A:1023091024140
https://doi.org/10.1023/A:1023091024140
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0047-2352(18)30448-3/rf0630
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0047-2352(18)30448-3/rf0635
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0047-2352(18)30448-3/rf0635
https://doi.org/10.1080/07418825.2017.1362461
https://doi.org/10.1080/07418825.2017.1362461
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0047-2352(18)30448-3/rf0655
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0047-2352(18)30448-3/rf0655
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0047-2352(18)30448-3/rf0660
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0047-2352(18)30448-3/rf0660
https://doi.org/10.1126/science.1260817
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0047-2352(18)30448-3/rf0670
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0047-2352(18)30448-3/rf0670
https://doi.org/10.3390/socsci6030067
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0047-2352(18)30448-3/rf0680
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0047-2352(18)30448-3/rf0680
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0047-2352(18)30448-3/rf0685
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0047-2352(18)30448-3/rf0685
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/330688249

	Do politics Trump race in determining America's youths' perceptions of law enforcement?
	Introduction
	Race and law enforcement
	Politics and law enforcement
	Youth and law enforcement
	Present study

	Methods
	Sample
	Measures
	Demographics
	Perceptions of law enforcement
	Political preference

	Analytic plan

	Results
	Discussion
	References




